
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Inside this Issue 

 
 Tourist arrivals have increased for 

Guyana. 

 Kaieteur is indeed Guyana’s 

premier tourist attraction. 

 North West Organics now 

promoting Mabaruma as Guyana’s 

newest tourist attraction. 

 British Bird watching Fair 2009. 

and more … 

Guyana Tourism Authority is a proud 

member of the Caribbean Tourism 

Organization. Read more on Guyana 

at www.caribbeantravel.com/guyana 
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View our latest posting on 

http://guyana-tourism.com/blog/ 

 

 

Welcome to the July/August issue of the Guyana Tourism News. We welcome your feedback. 

Please feel free to e-mail us at info@guyana-tourism.com to express your views or offer 

suggestions for future content. 

 

GuyExpo 2009 Official Dates – Guyana’s largest trade fair and exposition (GuyExpo) 

is scheduled for October 1 to 6, 2009. Guyexpo 2009 will be held under the theme 

“Promoting Business in a Low Carbon Environment” and is expected to showcase 

mostly local products. Already there is international participation with lots of 

Guyanese living abroad and non-Guyanese who have already booked to come and 

see this exposition. Preparations are well underway within the exhibition complex 

to stage this grand expo. Tickets to the event will be available soon. 

 
Tourism Awareness 

Month 

Tourism Awareness Month is 

slated for the month of November 

every year. During this month the 

Guyana Tourism Authority through 

its continuous marketing and 

promotional mandate seek to fully 

promote our Local Tourism 

Product, thus creating wide spread 

awareness on Tourism and its 

importance to our citizens. 

For more information on TAM, please 

telephone the Guyana Tourism Authority 

on 219-0094-6 or  

Email: info@guyana-tourism.com 

 

 

An aerial view of the Rupununi 

The Rupununi is made up of the North and South 

Rupununi, spanning two administrative regions in 

Guyana (Region 8 & 9). The Rupununi is Guyana’s 

hottest tourist spot with abundant wildlife, 

mountainous terrains, flora, community tourism 

experience and nature at its best. 

 twitter.com/GuyTourism 

Facebook.com/GuyanaTourismAuthority 

www.youtube.com/guyanatourismauth 
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North West Organics now promoting Mabaruma 

as Guyana’s Newest Tourist Attractions – North 

West Organics along with National Communication 

Network on Saturday launched a documentary 

about Mabaruma on the North West District. The 

17 minutes documentary promoted the scenic 

beauty, history, 

culture, agro – 

tourism, nature and 

the famous shell 

beach turtle nesting 

ground of the North 

West. Co-producers of this documentary, Annette 

Arjoon of NOW and musical icon from the ‘Trade 

Winds’, Dave Martins acknowledged that this is 

only the beginning. He signaled his intentions to 

produce more documentaries of other isolated 

areas in Guyana, stating that Guyana is much more 

beautiful than what we may see or hear. A shorter 

version of this documentary will soon be published 

on ‘YouTube’.  

 

August Monday Fete at Hamburg Beach 

Hamburg Beach, located on Tiger Island near the 

left bank of the Essequibo River, is a mini-tourism 

hot spot that is traditionally used every first 

Monday in August to celebrate Emancipation Day 

by residents living on the Islands of the Essequibo 

River and surrounding communities. This year, 

more than 9000 persons visited the beach. The 

beach activities comes alive at 12 noon and ends at 

midnight with lots of music, foods, bars, games and 

picnicking along the beach. 

Madhia Expo 2009 

– The community of 

Madhia once again 

hosted its annual 

Expo from August 

14 -16 under the 

theme “Showcasing 

our Potential”. Madhia, a mining district about 220 

miles from Georgetown, is a unique tourist 

attraction with its natural scenery and waterways. 

This is the first time that this expo was held for 3-

days with a hive of activities. The events included a 

Brazilian night followed by several football 

matches, a La Rose dance, an expo and a beauty 

pageant. The Ministry of Tourism and the Guyana 

Tourism Authority were present at the event and 

participated in the form of a tourism booth. A 

number of tourism brochures, maps, posters and 

supplement were distributed to visitors. The Hon. 

Manniram Prashad, Minister of Tourism was also 

present for the expo and pageant.  

 

Caribbean Scouts Jamboree a Success - The 14th 

Caribbean Jamboree was opened at the National 

Exhibition Centre on Tuesday August 11, 2009. The 

event was well attended by scouts from more than 

12 countries who participated in a series of 

activities within the complex. Apart from the main 

events, several other mini events and tours were 

held countrywide for the scouts. The scouts 

participated in numerous community service 

projects including tree painting and painting of 

street signs. H.E. President Jagdeo also briefed the 

visiting and local scouts on the Low Carbon 

Strategy and the role scouts can play. The opening 

event was well attended at the GDF headquarters 

where the Hon. P.M Samuel Hinds, who was 

performing duties of the President, applauded the 

scouts for their continued interest and hard work. 

He stated that it is through organizations like these 

young people can learn to become better citizens.    

 



Naya Zamana 15 – Naya Zamana a popular Indian 

cultural show is now an annual event on the 

calendar of events for the Ministry of Tourism. 

Naya Zamana 15 was held on Saturday August 8 at 

the National Cultural Centre. The event was hosted 

by the Hindu Dharmic Sabha and showcased 

different dimensions of classical and modern Indian 

dances from more than seventy dancers. The 

Guyana Tourism Authority joined in the 

overwhelming public attendance.  

 

Wakenaam Nite 2009 - On 1st August, 2009, the 

Wakenaam Nite 

Management Committee 

held its Annual 

Wakenaam Night at the 

Wakenaam Community 

Centre Ground. 

‘Wakenaam Nite 2009’ was the second of such 

event held in Wakenaam and took the form of a 

mini- exposition where locals from the Wakenaam 

community displayed their skills in pottery and 

crafts. At this year’s ‘Wakenaam Nite’, several 

activities were planned including stage 

performance by Shakti Strings, a Miss Wakenaam 

beauty pageant in which 8 beautiful young models 

contested for Miss Wakenaam 2009, dancing and 

singing from locals, prayers, and fashion display 

from local designers living in Wakenaam. There 

was more than 20 booth displays with lots of food, 

agricultural produce, clothing, ornaments, crafts, 

pottery and information materials.  

 
Lake Mainstay Regatta 2009 - The 9th Annual Lake 

Mainstay Regatta was held at the Lake Mainstay 

Resort in the 'Cinderella County’ on August 16, 

2009. This two-day event, a growing stature in 

Guyana's calendar of events, was deemed a major 

success by the euphoric crowd and the organising 

team.  

Guyanese throughout Guyana and Overseas-based 

Guyanese on holiday enjoyed a fun-filled 

programme including twelve exciting boat races 

featuring racers from 

Bartica, Pomeroon and 

Anna Regina. Visitors 

also enjoyed 

participating in jet 

skiing, swimming and 

several other water sporting events including 

witnessing the first ever Female Boat Racing in 

Mainstay. There was also a cultural programme 

that featured local artistes who showcased their 

talents. 

Chief Organiser and Coordinator of the Lake 
Mainstay Regatta, Alfred Jagnarine, in a short 
address, said that the event has grown since its 
inception and has attracted a sizeable following. 
Regional Chairman for Region 2, Ali Baksh said that 
the Regatta contributes to the development of the 
tourism product in the region, and in a wider sense, 
Guyana’s tourism sector. 

 
British Bird watching Fair 2009 – The British Bird 
Watching Fair was held from August 21 to 23, 2009 
in Ruthland, London. Guyana was successful 
represented by GTIS, Surama, Wilderness, etc, and 
renewed interests were shown for bird watching in 
Guyana at this year BBWF. The Director of Tourism, 
Mr. Indranauth Haralsingh stated that the private 
sector should get involve in future fairs noting that 
high interest in being shown for bird watching in 
Guyana and the destination is becoming more 
popular for birdwatchers. 
 
OMG – On August 4, 2009 the OMG food outlet on 
Sheriff Street 
was officially 
opened to the 
public. This 
food outlet is 
a new 
addition to 
the dining 
experience in 
Guyana and 
serves many 
Creole mouth watering dishes. Director of Tourism, 
Mr. Indranauth Haralsingh was at the opening 
ceremony. 



Jamzone Summer Break Pageant 2009 

 
Jamzone Summer Break Pageant 2009 was held on 

August 30 at the Splashmins Fun Park and Resort. 

The event had an estimated 15000 astounding 

turnout by the public. The day’s activities leading 

up to the main event started at 10am. With lots to 

eat, drink, games and musical entertainment all 

day, the thousands were ready for the 2009 Miss 

Jamzone Pageant. Starting at 8pm, MC Mondale 

Smith took centre stage and commenced the 

proceedings of the pageant. 4 judges including 

Chief Judge Mrs. Indira Anandjit were introduced 

followed by the 8 delegates contesting for the 2009 

Miss Jamzone Crown and Grand Prize $3.5M 

Toyota IST Car.  

The delegates were tested in several categories 

including Beach Wear, Costume Wear and an 

Intelligent Segment. After a full night of suspense 

and intervals of live musical entertainment by 

vocalist ‘Shelly B’ and others, 23 years old school 

teacher Ms. Charis Joseph of Linden walked away 

with the 2009 Miss Jamzone Crown. First runner up 

Ms. Marsha Chester of Mon Repos ECD won a 

motor scooter. Second runner up Ms. Tunisha Elexy 

of Linden won a Laptop.      

The delegate’s platform for Miss Jamzone 2009 

was aimed at promoting Amerindian Culture. This 

in itself was a way of not only showcasing the 

lifestyle of our Amerindian brothers and sisters, but 

to also promote a dynamic component of Guyana’s 

Cultural Tourism Product. 

Biker Fest 2009 - The Annual Biker’s Fest was held 

on Sunday August 18, 2009 at the National Park, 

where five extraordinary riders including a female 

awed the crowd. The talented, skilful and well 

experienced riders performed some death defying 

stunts which caught the crowd’s attention grasping 

to the edge of their seats.  

Performances were done by Jacob Brunelle from 

the Geared-up-Crew. Brunelle danced on his bike, 

chased the bike around the ground and even stood 

on his head while the bike was moving which 

received shouts of amazement and disbelief. Other 

performances done were the ‘Mad Drifts’, 

‘Stoppies and High Chair Maneuvers’ as well as the 

‘Switchbacks’ and the ‘Standing Wheelies’, all of 

which received much appreciation and applause 

from the crowd. To the crowd’s amazement, a 

grandmother made an attempt at a ‘Wheelie and 

Stoppie’, and succeeded after couple futile 

attempts and with much motivation and 

encouragement from 

the elated crowd. The 

eagerly anticipated 

show, received a large 

turnout by Guyanese 

from across the 

country. 

 

GTA facilitates IDCE Intern – The Guyana Tourism 

Authority, during the month of July, facilitated an 

intern from the Institute of Distance and 

Continuing Education for 5 days at the GTA office. 

The intern worked with each department and 

commended the GTA for the multi tasking effort 

and productivity for such small number of staff. 

 

Mini Exit Survey – The Guyana Tourism Authority 

with the help from the CJIA Management has 

collected a sample of completed exit surveys. 

Analysis of this survey will be done by the Statistics 

Department of the GTA and result will be made 

available soon. 



Bartica Summer Regatta – The Hon. Minister of 

Tourism, Mr. Manniram Prashad and a team from 

the Ministry of Tourism attended the Bartica 

Summer Regatta on July 25, 2009. This event saw 

participation from the Brazilians who are currently 

staying in Bartica. A number of boat racing 

activities took place at the beach front pavillion. 

The event was well attended by many Guyanese 

and overseas based Guyanese who were on 

vacation in Guyana. 

 

Guyana Tourism Supplement – The Guyana 

Tourism Authority has designed and printed more 

than 5000 copies of the Guyana Tourism 

Supplement. The supplement features many 

aspects of the tourism industry including a brief 

history of Guyana, our indigenous people, tourism 

activities, locations and tour operators. The 

supplements are full colored and will be freely 

distributed at all trade shows, expos and fairs 

attended by the GTA. The supplement will also be 

available online at GTA’s website www.guyana-

tourism.com.  

 

August Calendar of Events – The Ministry of 

Tourism and the Guyana Tourism Authority printed 

and distributed more than 4,000 ‘August Summer 

Events Calendar’ for 2009. The aim is to create and 

promote event cluster periods in Guyana. This 

initiative will allow the private sector to plan a 

number of events of high quality during a period. 

The Ministry will assist with marketing these events 

regionally and internationally as the cluster events 

will attract visitors.  

The Ministry is looking at establishing at least three 

periods annually to host a series of events that will 

attract tourists to Guyana.   

 

CARICOM Heads of Government Meeting – This 
meeting commenced on July 2, and concluded on 
July 5, 2009 at the GICC. The GTA team was present 
with booth display showcasing Low Carbon 
Tourism in Guyana. The Director congratulated the 

team on a job well done. Some of the Caricom 
delegates had the honour of visiting Kaieteur. A trip 
was also conducted to Baganara Island Resort for 
some of the CARICOM delegates who were 
accompanied by the Minister of Tourism and staff 
of GTA. 

 

4th Technical Meeting of ACTO in Peru 

The 4th Workshop of the Technical Tourism 

Committee of ACTO was hosted by Peru in Loreto, 

Iquitos. The aim of the workshop was to strengthen 

tourism relations and partnership among the 

countries of the Amazon Region. Countries 

represented at the workshop were Columbia, 

Bolivia, Brazil, Peru, Suriname, and Guyana. Absent 

were Venezuela and Ecuador.   

Key focus points of the workshop were: The 

reactivation of an Amazon Tourism Commission; A 

proposal for the elaboration of a 5 year Amazonia 

Tourism Development Plan, 2010 – 2014; VIVA 

Amazonia - ACTO proposal for a promotional 

climax to Destination Amazonia Year 2009 at WTM 

in London; the reintroduction of Guyana into the 

Guiana Trails.  

 

Collateral Materials – The Guyana Tourism 

Authority continues its effort to have tourism 

information available by acquiring some 900 

folders and 20,000 flat sheets on Guyana’s tourism 

products. These materials are being distributed to 

the overseas markets at major trade shows. 
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The Minister of Tourism Urges Flight Operators to 

Send More Flights to Guyana. 

Minister of Tourism, Industry and Commerce, Mr. 

Manniram Prashad, is calling on the airline industry 

to send more flights to Guyana. He made this point 

noting that despite the economic downturn and 

the decline in visitor arrivals to other Caribbean 

destinations, Guyana has seen an increase visitor 

arrival. Mr. Prashad also stated that flights were 

fully booked for the peak season with Caribbean 

Airlines conducting 28 flights per week, Delta 

adding additional flights and Sky Services with 

chartered flights twice per week from Toronto. He 

however added that despite these flights, there are 

still thousands of passengers who cannot get to 

Guyana due to the unavailability of flights. For this 

reason, the Minister is urging other airlines to take 

up the challenge noting that competition will 

benefit passengers.  

 

Tourist arrivals have increased for Guyana. 

Tourist arrivals to Guyana continue to show 

positive growth despite the economic downturn 

globally and the drop in tourist arrivals to the 

Caribbean. Over the years, Guyana has adopted an 

aggressive marketing strategy and due to the main 

tourism product – nature, Guyana is gradually 

emerging as a new tourist destination. Guyana is 

represented at major trade shows like ITB and 

WTM and with the BBC three part series – “the lost 

land of the Jaguar”; Guyana was given a boost as a 

new tourist destination. So far tourist arrivals have 

shown positive increase for almost all of the 

months as compared to last year. 

 

Kaieteur is indeed Guyana’s premier tourist 

attraction. 

July 2009 was a very good month for arrivals at 

Kaieteur as compared to last year. This year some 

582 person visited Kaieteur as compare to 214 for 

the same period last year. Kaieteur is the world’s 

highest single drop waterfall and it is the number 

one tourist attraction in Guyana. Most tourist to 

Kaieteur are foreign visitors, however, locals are 

given the opportunity to visit Kaieteur from special 

promotion packages run by local tour companies. 

Kaieteur is located in the heart of Guyana’s 

rainforest in the Kaieteur National Park and is the 

home to some rare species such as the Guiana-

Cock-of-the-Rock, the tank bromeliad and the tiny 

golden frog. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events in Guyana 

16th October – Deepavali Grand Motorcade – LBI Community Centre Ground. 

17th October – Festival of lights – National Holiday ( event celebrated country wide). 

18th October – Horse Racing - Norman Singh Memorial Turf, Berbice. 

24th October – Ms. Renaissance Pageant – National Cultural Centre. 

24th -25th October – Rockstone Fish Festival – Rockstone, Linden. 

25th October – Horse Racing and Rodeo - Norman Singh Memorial Turf, Berbice. 
 

For more information please telephone the Guyana Tourism Authority on 592 219-0094-6 or Fax: 592 219-0093 
Visit: www.guyana-tourism.com  | www.guyanabirding.com for more information on Destination Guyana. 

 

Guyana – the Amazon Adventure 
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